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In this unique introduction to the hidden life in Christ, 

James Bryan Smith walks readers through a thirty-day 

immersion in Colossians 3:1-17. Each of the thirty short 

chapters of this book draws out the core truth of just 

one word or phrase of this rich passage. The result is a 

transformative understanding of your true identity as God’s 

beloved, one in whom Christ dwells and delights. 

Includes questions for personal reflection•	

Features a five-session group discussion guide•	

Suggests a simple spiritual practice with each reading•	

Works as a thirty-day devotional•	

James Bryan Smith (M.Div., Yale University Divinity 

School; D.Min., Fuller Seminary) is a professor of religion 

at Friends University in Wichita, Kansas, and director of 

the university’s Aprentis Institute for Christian Spiritual 

Formation. He is the author of many books on the spiritual 

life, including The Good and Beautiful God and Devotional Classics 

(with Richard Foster). 

Visit Aprentis.org for more information about Smith,  

his books and ministry.

From the Bestselling Author of  

The Good and Beautiful God
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“Jim Smith probes the great mystery 
of where our true life lies. He walks us 

through one of the great passages in all of 
Scripture so we may discover the life that 

is hidden only to be found.”

— john ortberg, senior pastor of menlo park  

presbyterian church and author of Who Is This Man?

P r e s s  K i t



James Bryan Smith is heir to a distinguished 

legacy: he was mentored by perhaps the two most 

influential writers in spiritual formation, Richard 

Foster and Dallas Willard. Smith was a founding 

member of Foster’s Renovaré spiritual renewal 

ministry, and for ten years he cotaught a ministry 

course with Willard at Fuller Seminary. 

Since then, Smith been a torchbearer for their 

vision to introduce the riches of spiritual for-

mation to today’s church, making his own mark 

as a highly sought-after speaker and author. His 

resources on finding true change in Christ have 

been adopted by hundreds of congregations 

around the world, and in 2010 he founded the 

Aprentis Institute for Christian Spiritual Forma-

tion to equip leaders and churches. 

Following the success of Smith’s Apprentice Se-

ries books on transformative living (more than 

200,000 copies sold worldwide) is a new devo-

tional book, Hidden in Christ. His unique guide to a 

key passage in Colossians bolsters an already im-

pressive resume of award-winning books on the 

spiritual life.

Wearing the mantle of his mentors, James Bryan 

Smith is uniquely poised to be the leading voice 

in spiritual formation for a new generation. And 

with Hidden in Christ, he builds upon a storied life-

time of helping others discover their true identi-

ties as God’s beloved. 

Leading a New 
Generation to a Deeper 

Spirituality 

 
A Spiritual 
Formation Workbook 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1992)

Devotional Classics 
(with Richard Foster) 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1992)

Embracing the Love of God 
(HarperSanFrancisco, 1995) 
25,000 copies sold

Rich Mullins: An Arrow 
Pointing to Heaven 
(Broadman and Holman, 2000) 
hit the New York Times bestseller list. 

Room of Marvels (Broadman 
and Holman, 2004) won the 
Bronze medal in the category of 
Religious Fiction by the Publishing 
Journal, 2005.

The Good and Beautiful God 
(InterVarsity Press, 2009)

The Good and Beautiful Life 
(InterVarsity Press, 2010)

The Good and Beautiful 
Community  
(InterVarsity Press, 2010)

The Kingdom and the Cross 
(InterVarsity Press, 2010)

“Each chapter is a bite-sized morsel 
of substantive spiritual food that will 

nourish your life in Christ.”

—ruth haley barton, 
founder of the transforming center, author of Sacred Rhythms  

Books by  
James Bryan Smith

Smith on Hidden in Christ:
“Words are powerful. We are shaped by words. Words contain ideas, and they 

shape the way we see God, ourselves and all of reality. [When I began to memo-

rize Colossians 3, single words] began to bounce around in my mind, forming 

a new understanding of the gospel, a new awareness of who I am, and who my 

brothers and sisters in Christ are. . . .

“My aim in this book is to take you on this journey with me. I tried, in each of 

the thirty chapters, to bring out the rich insights each word had provided for 

me. The goal here was not to excavate some scholarly insights, but to bring 

forth the main truth of the word or phrase in such a way that you, the reader, 

will find encouragement, refreshment and enthusiasm. Paul wrote his letter to 

the Colossians not to give them an academic treatise on Christian theology but 

to tell his readers a story—the greatest story the world has ever heard.”

1.	 Raised
2.	 With
3.	 Seated
4.	 Set
5.	 Hidden
6.	 Life
7.	 Revealed
8.	 You

9.	 Mortify
10.	 Bodies
11.	 Desires
12.	 Wrath
13.	 Walk
14.	 Once
15.	 Mouth
16.	 Clothes

17.	 Knowledge
18.	 All
19.	 Chosen
20.	 Beloved
21.	 Bear
22.	 Forgive
23.	 Love
24.	 Peace

25.	 Thankful
26.	 Word
27.	 Teach
28.	 Sing
29.	 Whatever
30.	 Name

w o r d s  t o  m e d i t a t e  o n:


