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A Comprehensive Look at Immigration

Why write a book on immigration? How does it fit into your Skeptic’s Guide Series?

The Skeptic’s Guides are basic books that help readers sort out the facts on current issues.
Immigration is one of those issues that is complex and often emotionally charged.
Discussions about immigration often become heated and not necessarily constructive. So I'm
hoping to offer a book that will give facts, offer perspective and help the readers decide
where they stand.

What do you hope this book adds to the conversation?

Everyone agrees that our immigration system is broken. But I believe we really need to look
at the issue comprehensively. It’s not just about whether we offer those who are
undocumented a pathway to citizenship. If we don’t begin to address the underlying issues,
we could be back to the same place in a few years. There are certainly reasons to be
compassionate toward those who are not documented. But we also need to be realistic about
the challenges those individuals and the nation will face and be prepared to address them.

I've noticed that people who are against immigration reform argue one set of facts; those
who are for it use another set of facts. But there are positives and negatives to whatever
action is taken. We need to have a thoughtful discussion that does not react to our last set of
laws. We also need to consider the longer-term issues, not just the past or current issues.

How does this book intersect with work you've done previously?

I try to provide a balanced and relatively neutral explanation of issues. That means that I'm
not trying to advocate for one side or another but rather I want to give people the facts and
let them decide for themselves. My last book, The Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, discusses one of
the most difficult issues in the world. I've received positive reviews from people who have
absolute opposite points of view on the conflict but say I have been fair and factual. I love
when I speak to church and other groups and people thank me for not trying to convince
them but rather to educate them. People in a church may disagree, but I want them to have
rational discussions on the merits of the different points of view, not an emotional argument
based on something they heard somewhere. Immigration is one of those issues where I hear
people arguing and often they don’t have the facts correct but they are absolutely sure of
their point of view. I'm happy for a person to hold a strong belief, but base it on facts.

Although my books in this series address different topics, they share a common goal: to
educate Christians (especially) about controversial topics so we can have open and honest
discussions even when we disagree. We should be able to hold different points of view
without being polarized.
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What groups of people do you hope to have Immigration reach? How do you hope this
book affects them?

Although the book is not written just for Christians, I hope people in the church will be the
primary audience. Surveys show that Christians hold very different points of view on
immigration policy and that leaders may have different perspectives than their congregation.
This means we need to have these difficult discussions in our churches and begin to
understand one another. And we need to decide how faith communities deal with the issues
surrounding immigration. How does a Christian employer deal with new laws that may lead
to unemployment of undocumented workers? How does a church support a family that is
separated by immigration status? What about the clergy who are currently in this country on
a special ministerial visa that may be revoked? And what about laws that will make it easier
for people from some countries to enter the US but will make it more difficult for others?

In your “Economics of Immigration” chapter, you talk about things like SNAP, Medicare
and taxes. Why include those talking points?

Discussions about immigration often include economics. Many people have strong beliefs
about how immigrants affect the US economy, and many of those beliefs are not based in
fact. But the facts are also somewhat complicated. For example, I've heard people say that
undocumented immigrants receive “food stamps” (SNAP). That isn’t true, but if a child in a
family is a citizen the child’s parent may buy groceries on behalf of that child, whatever his
or her status. Another common myth is that undocumented workers don’t pay taxes. In fact,
everyone pays sales tax and in many cases personal property tax, in addition to other forms
of tax. Undocumented workers often have taxes withheld by their employer but are not able
to receive the benefits or refunds of those taxes. Millions of dollars of social security
withholdings are never claimed because a person who is not documented cannot benefit
from social security, even if funds have been withheld. Medicare is only available to US
citizens or legal permanent residents.

How do you hope your book reassures US citizens? How do you want your book to
provide hope to potential immigrants?

America is a country of immigrants. Most of us have relatives who came to this country
within a few generations of us. I think most Americans and would-be Americans want to
balance compassion with fairness. Most immigrants simply want a chance to make a better
life and would be willing to work through a system that was fair, less complex and more
equitable. The more we all understand about the problems of the current immigration
system, the more we can agree that things need to change. Then we need to address the
issues so that those who are trying to enter the country or remain in the country legally have
something close to the chance our own relatives had.
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