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The Spiritual World of Johannine Literature

“Focusing on what he calls ‘the canonical John'—the Gospel, the three epistles, and Revelation—Reeves keys in on a major
Johannine theme: abiding. What does it mean, or better yet, what does it look like to abide in Christ? With the skill of a
storyteller and a sensitivity to the narrative and cultural dynamics of the text, Reeves unveils what an authentic Johannine
discipleship might look like. An engaging and creative book!”

—Christopher W. Skinner, professor of New Testament and early Christianity at Loyola University Chicago

“Studies about the writings of the apostle John have been abundant throughout church history. Spirituality According to

John represents this extensive literature responsibly, sifts it, and then offers its best insights for practical use. The book’s value
lies in its easy accessibility, its insights, and its wisdom designed for students, teachers, and pastors. Reeves is doing exactly
what John was doing for his own churches: bringing the deepest insights about Jesus into the church. Spirituality According to
John succeeds in every respect.”

—Gary M. Burge, Calvin Theological Seminary

”John shows how imperfect disciples like Peter can still follow Jesus. Although Peter doesn’t become a ‘rock’ during John's
Gospel, Reeves shows how John expects his readers to know that Peter eventually does. John's Jesus fires our imagination by
inviting us to ‘come and see’ where he is going and what he is up to. Although well conversant in the scholarly discussions on
John, Reeves is a deft guide through the tricky landscape of Johannine scholarship. Like his mentor John, Reeves teaches
through metaphors, images, and stories, leading us down a delightful path toward discipleship. An easy-reading but thoughtful
romp through John’s writings. Come and see.”

—E. Randolph Richards, Palm Beach Atlantic University

“What might we gain by taking seriously the witness of all the Johannine literature—the Gospel, the epistles, and the
Apocalypse? We gain a witness incapable of being bound by one genre. We receive symbols, metaphors, imagery, and stories
that point beyond the text to a living Word that still inspires, still amazes, and still beckons us to follow. In this volume, Rodney
Reeves captures our imaginations by pointing to the myriad of ways the Johannine literature invites us to rethink all we thought
we knew about God and God's work in the world. ‘Come and see.””

—Carla Swafford Works, Wesley Theological Seminary, Washington, DC

“"The Gospel of John traps us. We open it, we read it, we get lost in it; we learn its vocabulary and themes and movements and
sudden bursts of claims; we meet characters we've never met before, and we hear conversations up close and personal, and we
get lost in this Gospel’s time and place—and we are trapped. In a good way. Never to be the same again. When we look up
from this Gospel’s pages to see the world around us, it’s a little like the Pevensie children finding themselves again in the
wardrobe, tumbling back on the floor of reality. As they wanted to return to Narnia, so we want to return to John’s world. He
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first trapped me in 1974, and I've not been the same since. Rodney Reeves leads us to the door of the wardrobe, he opens the
door, and he guides us long enough to get lost in the Gospel itself. What a wonderful book!”

—Scot McKnight, professor of New Testament at Northern Seminary

“Combining solid scholarship, on-point personal reminiscence, and an informed literary imagination, Rodney Reeves offers a
beautiful and exciting reading of the Johannine books for our moment in time. He reads John's stories through ours, and ours
through John's, in his own prophetic voice. | want all my students to read this book.”

—Leslie Baynes, associate professor of New Testament and Second Temple Judaism at Missouri State University

“Spirituality According to John is an invitation to dwell with Christ—a life of faith moved by storytelling that imagines and
reimagines lived experiences of God in community rather than by privatized systematic regurgitations of theologically correct
abstract doctrines. Dr. Rodney Reeves offers theologically and socially engaged ministers and laypersons invaluable insights into
Johannine spirituality foregrounded in the multivalent locution: ‘abide.” It enshrines a Christian journey of faith that manifests
itself in terms of seeing and believing, confessing sin, denying worldliness, keeping commandments, exercising mutual love,
worshiping, and learning to hear Christ in Johannine words. This is an exceptional resource for spiritual formation that clergy,
seminarians, and lay ministers will find indispensable for Christian ubuntu.”

—Aliou Cissé Niang, Union Theological Seminary

“The prologue to the fourth Gospel declares that the preexistent, incarnate Word is life and light, grace and truth. In Spirituality
According to John, New Testament scholar, seasoned pastor, and skilled communicator Rodney Reeves probes the Gospel,
letters, and Apocalypse of John to help Christ followers know better how to hear, confess, incarnate, and abide in the glorious
Word and Son of God. Those who would long to follow, commune, and remain in the Word would be wise and would do well to
read and reflect on Reeves's valuable volume. This is a rich resource for those who are willing to ponder and to practice the
abundant life Jesus lived and gives.”

—Todd D. Still, Charles J. and Eleanor McLerran DelLancey Dean and William M. Hinson Professor of Christian Scriptures at
Truett Seminary, Baylor University
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Through all of John's works, a consistent message is woven: being a Christian is about
abiding in Christ and in his words. Combining exegesis with spiritual reflection, this
accessible introduction on the Johannine literature from Rodney Reeves helps readers
envision how to follow Jesus—as disciples, in community, and even at the end of the world.

New from the Author of Spirituality According to Paul

Rodney Reeves (PhD, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary) is senior pastor of First Baptist Church in Jonesboro,
Arkansas. He has also taught New Testament at Northern Seminary, Southwest Baptist University, and Williams Baptist
University. His many publications include Spirituality According to Paul, Rediscovering Paul, Rediscovering Jesus,

and Matthew in the Story of God commentary series.

Also by Rodney Reeves
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Rediscovering Paul: An Introduction to His World, Letters, and Theology
by David B. Capes, Rodney Reeves, and E. Randolph Richards | November 21, 2017 | $40, 464 pages, casebound
| 978-0-8308-5191-1

For some of us, the apostle Paul is intimidating, prickly, and unpredictable. But maybe it's time to get to know
Paul on his own terms. Drawing on the best of contemporary scholarship, and with language shaped by
conversations with today’s students, this second edition of Rediscovering Paul gives fresh consideration to Paul’s
conversion, call, and his ongoing impact on church and culture.

Rediscovering Jesus: An Introduction to Biblical, Religious and Cultural Perspectives on Christ

by David B. Capes, Rodney Reeves, and E. Randolph Richards | July 8, 2015 | $30, 272 pages, casebound

| 978-0-8308-2472-4

Who is your Jesus? This textbook introduction gives an enjoyable and challenging look at how we encounter
Jesus in Scripture and our culture—from the New Testament to the Gnostic gospels, historical Jesus studies,

Islam, Mormonism, Hollywood, and Americana. Follow the path to seeing Jesus truly and notice the difference it
makes for faith and life.

Spirituality According to Paul: Imitating the Apostle of Christ
by Rodney Reeves | September 28, 2011 | $26, 253 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-3946-9

Rodney Reeves contrasts easy spiritualities of serenity and retreat with the apostle Paul’s vision: a cross-shaped
spirituality for fools making their way through life’s trials. Responding to Paul’s invitation “follow me as | follow
Christ,” Reeves discovers an ancient spiritual path in the letters of Paul.
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