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W A R ,  P E A C E ,  A N D  V I O L E N C E 
FOUR CHRISTIAN VIEWS

In a world of war, terrorism, and other geopolitical threats 
to global stability, how should committed Christians 
honor Jesus Christ and his Word? How should Christians 
think and act when it comes to church-state relations, the 
preservation of order, the practice of just peacemaking, 
and the use of coercive force?

In this volume in IVP Academic’s Spectrum series, 
four contributors—experts in Christian ethics, political 
philosophy, and international affairs—offer the best of 
current Christian thinking on issues of war and peace. 
They present four distinct views:

•	 Eric Patterson, just war view

•	 Myles Werntz, nonviolence view

•	 A. J. Nolte, Christian realist view

•	 Meic Pearse, church historical view

Each contributor makes a case for his own view and 
responds to the others, highlighting complexities and real-
world implications of the various perspectives. Edited and 
with an introduction and conclusion by the philosopher 
Paul Copan, this book provides a helpful orientation to the 
key positions today.

“In this important new update to the debate on power and the 
Christian life, a generous but sharp-minded dialogue between top 

scholars will help the confused and the curious understand  
what’s at stake in the means and the aims of just and unjust peace.  

For both the initiate and the expert, here is a model in tone  
and a rigor in content that will leave you wishing for more.”

R O B E R T  J .  J O U S T R A ,  Redeemer University

P A U L  C O P A N  is the Pledger Family 
Chair of Philosophy and Ethics at Palm 
Beach Atlantic University. His books include 
The Gospel in the Marketplace of Ideas, An 
Introduction to Biblical Ethics, Did God  
Really Command Genocide?, and Holy War 
in the Bible.
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