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Martin Luther is known for challenging the Roman Catholic church; yet reading God's
Word was what Luther considered his primary task. Though he is often portrayed as
reading the Bible with a bare approach, Todd R. Hains considers how Luther's

MARTIN LUTHER AND interpretation of the text was actually guided by the church's established practice of
THE RULE OF FAITH hermeneutics
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NEW EXPLORATIONS
Foreword by Robert Kolb APIERSY

TODD R. HAINS

New Explorations in Theology

Theology is flourishing in dynamic and unexpected ways in the twenty-first century. Scholars are increasingly recognizing the
global character of the church, freely crossing old academic boundaries, and challenging previously entrenched interpretations.
Despite living in a culture of uncertainty, both young and senior scholars today are engaged in hopeful and creative work in the
areas of systematic, historical, philosophical, biblical, and practical theology.

In an age of media proliferation and academic oversaturation, there is a need to single out the best new monographs. IVP
Academic is committed to publishing constructive works that advance key theological conversations. We look for projects that
investigate new areas of research, stimulate fruitful dialogue, and attend to the diverse array of contexts and audiences in our
increasingly pluralistic world. IVP Academic is excited to make this work available to scholars, students, and general readers
who are seeking fresh new insights for the future of Christian theology.

In addition to this new release, Martin Luther and the Rule of Faith, NET titles include:

Jonathan Edwards and Deification: Reconciling Theosis and the Reformed Tradition by James R. Salladin
February 1, 2022 | $40, 280 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0046-5

JONATHAN EDWARDS
AND DEIFIGATION

The language of deification, or participation in the divine nature as a way to understand salvation, often sounds
strange to Western Christians. But perhaps Western theologies have more in common with theosis than we
thought. James Salladin considers the role of deification in the theology of Jonathan Edwards, exploring how
Edwards's soteriology compares with the broader Reformed tradition.

T. F. Torrance as Missional Theologian: The Ascended Christ and the Ministry of the Church by Joseph H.
* Sherrard
LR June 1, 2021 | $40, 256 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4920-8

AS MISSIONAL
THEOLOGIAN

What contribution can T. F. Torrance make to the discussion of a "missional” view of the church? Theologian
and pastor Joseph Sherrard considers how Torrance's theology can inform the church's understanding of its

ministry and mission—in particular, his appeal to the church's participation in the ascended Christ's threefold
office as king, prophet, and priest.

Reading Scripture as the Church: Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s Hermeneutic of Discipleship by Derek W. Taylor
September 22, 2020 | $40, 304 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4918-5

READING SCRIPTURE
AS THE CHURCI

The Bible is meant to be read in the church, by the church, as the church. Following the example of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, Derek Taylor argues that we should regard the reading of Scripture as an inherently communal
exercise of discipleship. In conversation with other theologians, Taylor shares how this approach to Scripture
can engender a faithful hermeneutical community.
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Chrysostom'’s Devil: Demons, the Will, and Virtue in Patristic Soteriology by Samantha L. Miller
March 17, 2020 | $40, 216 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4917-8

References to demons and the devil permeate the rhetoric of John Chrysostom, the “golden-tongued” early
church preacher and theologian. Samantha Miller examines Chrysostom's theology and world, helping us
understand the role of demons in his soteriology and exploring what it means to be human and to follow Christ
in a world of temptation.

The Making of Stanley Hauerwas: Bridging Barth and Postliberalism by David B. Hunsicker
September 10, 2019 | $40, 248 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4916-1

Stanley Hauerwas is often associated with the postliberal theological movement, yet he also claims to stand
within Karl Barth’s theological tradition. Which is true? Theologian David Hunsicker offers a reevaluation of
Hauerwas's theology, arguing that he is both a postliberal and a Barthian theologian, helping us understand
both the formation and the ongoing significance of one of America’s great theologians.

A Shared Mercy: Karl Barth on Forgiveness and the Church by Jon Coutts
October 8, 2016 | $40, xii + 244 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4915-4

Combining systematic and pastoral theology, Jon Coutts explores what it means to forgive and reconcile in the
context of the Christ-confessing community. Both a constructive practical theology and a critical commentary
on Barth’s theology in Church Dogmatics, this work explains the place and meaning of interpersonal
forgiveness in Christ’'s ongoing ministry of reconciliation.

Karl Barth’s Infralapsarian Theology: Origins and Development, 1920-1953 by Shao Kai Tseng
March 18, 2016 | $40, 319 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-5132-4

Scholars of Karl Barth's theology have been unanimous in labeling him a supralapsarian, largely because Barth
identifies himself as such. In this groundbreaking and thoroughly researched work, Shao Kai Tseng argues that
Barth was actually an infralapsarian, bringing Barth into conversation with recent studies in Puritan theology.

The Reality of God and Historical Method: Apocalyptic Theology in Conversation with N. T. Wright
by Samuel V. Adams | November 9, 2015 | $40, 297 pages, paperback | 978-0-8308-4914-7

Samuel Adams engages the classic problem of the relation between faith and history from the perspective of
apocalyptic theology in critical dialogue with the work of N. T. Wright. He argues that historical and theological
scholars must take into consideration, at a methodological level, the reality of God that has invaded history in
Jesus Christ.
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October 11, 2022 | $40, 240 pages, paperback | 978-1-5140-0296-4

It al ) M oroey Todd R. Hains (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is an academic editor at
TODD R. HAINS Lexham Press, where he launched and edits the Christian Essentials series, Lexham
e e s S Ministry Gwdes,_and a ghlldren s catechlsm_serles (FatCat Books). He was pre\{lously
THE RULE OF FAITH the assistant project editor of the Reformation Commentary on Scripture and is the
Reading God’s Word for God's People co-editor of the Acts volume in that series.

Reading According to the Rule of Faith

“Todd Hains has written an outstanding book about Luther's regular use of the analogy of faith when interpreting Holy
Scripture. | commend this project highly. It makes a timely contribution to our understanding of both Luther's biblical exegesis
and Luther's catholic, or traditional, approach to inculcating the Christian faith.”

—Douglas A. Sweeney, dean of Beeson Divinity School, Samford University

"It is widely recognized that Martin Luther was a singularly important contributor to the development of Christian theology and
biblical exegesis. Dissatisfied with allegorical approaches to Scripture, Luther insisted on reading Scripture according to the
literal sense. A break with the Catholic exegetical tradition, right? At the same time, Luther leveled withering criticisms against
the literalist exegesis of his fellow Reformers, most of whom surely thought they were simply following his lead. How to place
Luther within the emerging streams of Protestant biblical interpretation? By attending to Luther's exegetical deployment of
the analogia fidei, the 'rule of faith' given in the Apostles' Creed, Todd Hains's meticulous study sheds new light on these
questions. Sampling Luther's sermons in extenso, Hains will surprise even the seasoned reader of Luther with this thorough
demonstration of the prominence therein of the analogia fidei. The result helps us better understand how Luther found himself
fighting an exegetical Zweifrontenkrieg against both Catholic allegorizing and Protestant literalizing. The lessons from Hains's
study, moreover, extend well beyond this important historical point. The Luther we meet here will challenge all serious Christian
readers of the Bible to rethink the place of the 'faith once given' for the exegetical task today.”

—Mickey L. Mattox, professor of historical theology at Marquette University

“Church history, it has been said, is basically one long interaction of the church with the Bible. If so, the bold, and at times brash
words of the sixteenth-century German Reformer Martin Luther have been undoubtedly one of the major voices in this unique
colloquy. In this brilliant new study, Todd Hains delineates the various ways that Luther spoke into this centuries-long

ecclesial conversazione. His study reveals that the German author, in his use of the rule of faith as an interpretative key, had far
more in common with preceding voices and echoes than is usually imagined. He was truly a Catholic exegete. An important
monograph.”

—Michael A. G. Haykin, chair and professor of church history at Southern Baptist Theological Seminary

“In this deeply researched and accessibly written book, Todd Hains provocatively argues that Martin Luther was a Catholic
interpreter of Scripture. The father of Protestantism interpreted Scripture not according to personal whim, subjective
impression, or any rule external to Scripture itself, as it sometimes claimed, but always according to the analogy of faith (Rom
12:6), that is, the catechism. Hains convincingly shows that Luther's understanding of the Ten Commandments, the Apostles'
Creed, the Lord's Prayer, and the sacraments governed his exegesis of the Bible, informing his every interpretive move. Hains
commends the same approach for biblical interpretation today.”

—Ronald K. Rittgers, professor of the history of Christianity and Duke Divinity School Chair in Lutheran Studies
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It al ) M oroey Todd R. Hains (PhD, Trinity Evangelical Divinity School) is an academic editor at
TODD R. HAINS Lexham Press, where he launched and edits the Christian Essentials series, Lexham
e e s S Ministry Gwdes,_and a ghlldren s catechlsm_serles (FatCat Books). He was pre\{lously
THE RULE OF FAITH the assistant project editor of the Reformation Commentary on Scripture and is the
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“Martin Luther, the analogy of faith, and allegory are all often employed like wax noses in contemporary hermeneutical debates.
‘Luther said this,' 'the analogy of faith is that,' and 'allegory says anything you want it to say' are common tropes employed by a
variety of interpretive camps in support of their own particular brand of biblical exegesis. Todd Hains's Martin Luther and the
Rule of Faith speaks into this interpretive void and brings clarity and insight into an otherwise chaotic hermeneutical landscape.
Hains describes and explains Luther's own views on the analogia fidei and allegory judiciously, and his tour of Luther's
homiletical practice sheds further light on the subject. This is a retrieval project of the highest quality; even while it summarizes
Luther's catechetical technique, it also catechizes the reader to read Scripture in light of its own catechism—the Ten
Commandments, the Creed, and the Our Father. | cannot recommend this work highly enough to all readers, and especially to
those who want to read the Bible with the saints.”

—Matthew Y. Emerson, professor of religion at Oklahoma Baptist University and author of “He Descended to the Dead”: An
Evangelical Theology of Holy Saturday

“Todd Hains describes how Luther was not an innovator but a faithful transmitter of the Christian tradition of biblical
interpretation that relied on the rule of faith as conceptual lens to interpret the Bible. Hains detracts from a common
interpretation of Luther as protagonist of the literal text that allows the reader—any reader—to interpret the plain sense of the
text according to its literal grammatical sense. Martin Luther and the Rule of Faith is an impressive contribution to the study of
the 'Catholic Luther' with its claim that Luther interpreted the Bible through a communal lens that had been in place since that
lens was formulated in the early church and through the medieval tradition.”

—Christine Helmer, Peter B. Ritzma Chair of Humanities and professor of German and religious studies at Northwestern
University

“In this impressive work, Todd Hains convincingly demonstrates the central place that the analogy of faith (analogia fidei)
occupied in Martin Luther's theology and exegesis, and the significant ways it shaped his ministries as pastor, professor,
polemicist, and doctor of the church. Scholars and students who engage this important book will never read the German
Reformer the same way again.”

—Scott M. Manetsch, professor of church history at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School and associate general editor of the
Reformation Commentary on Scripture

“"Where would Luther stand in today's debates over how to read the Bible? 'Here | stand,' yes, but where is 'here'? Todd Hains
demolishes the caricature of Luther encouraging individuals to read the Bible for themselves. In its place is the real, flesh-and-
blood Luther who insists on reading the Bible according to the Rule of Faith: the three-corded catechism consisting of the Ten
Commandments, Apostles' Creed, and Lord's Prayer. Where should we stand? On Scripture alone, to be sure, when read
according to a hermeneutics of catechized faith.”

—Kevin J. Vanhoozer, research professor of systematic theology at Trinity Evangelical Divinity School
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TODD R. HAINS Lexham Press, where he launched and edits the Christian Essentials series, Lexham
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Reading God’s Word for God’s People co-editor of the Acts volume in that series.

“Like the mastery of phonics for literacy, proper instruction in the simple foundations of the Christian faith opens up a disciple
of Jesus to its immense profundity. That was Luther's conviction as a preacher and teacher of the Bible. That is also what Todd
Hains demonstrates in his helpful account of Luther's analogical use of the catechism christologically and pastorally as the key to
unlock the riches of God's Word. In this excellent book Hains examines Luther's sermons on five passages as test cases to show
how he did this.”

—John W. Kleinig, lecturer emeritus of exegetical and pastoral theology, Australian Lutheran College/University of Divinity

“What a rich and rewarding book! Todd Hains has provided us with an energizing guide to reading the Bible precisely as Holy
Scripture. He shows not only that Luther was profoundly trinitarian in his Bible reading, but more importantly how. And his
insights cut to the bone, shedding light on Luther's reading of Scripture as rooted in familiarity with the Ten Commandments,
the Apostles' Creed, and the Our Father. In doing this Hains reaches into our own reading of Holy Scripture with surprising
immediacy. Prepare for some of your caricatures of Luther to be smashed, but also be prepared to be delighted and fed by a
work dripping with theological wisdom and energy.”

—Chris Tilling, head of research and senior lecturer in New Testament Studies at St. Mellitus College, London

“Drawing on extensive research in Luther's copious writings, Todd Hains has not only unlocked Luther's hermeneutical method
but also given contemporary Christians an excellent guide into the mysteries of God's Word. This book is a treasure trove for
preachers looking for better ways to feed their flocks with good solid nutrition gleaned from the Scriptures. Luther's approach
to reading Scripture remains cutting edge and essential for contemporary Christians. In Todd's words, 'The same old catechism
shines new light on new questions.' | think he's right. No matter your theological tradition, this book will broaden your mind and
warm your heart.”

—Harold L. Senkbeil, author of The Care of Souls: Cultivating a Pastor's Heart
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