
 

 

 

 

 

Why is a book like Healing Leadership Trauma especially needed now?  
 
Sheila Rowe and Nicholas Rowe: In the thirty-plus years of leadership roles, we have always noted that one’s spiritual 
condition and one’s inner life are reflected in how one leads. The past few years have uncovered a poverty of leadership, 
which is connected to whether one has attended to one’s inner traumas and spiritual wounds. We have seen how 
people are either blessed or hurt by the inner life of their leaders. Now is the time for us to share what we have seen and 
learned in the hope that healthier leaders will bless and promote flourishing in their assignments. 
 
How is this book different than other leadership books?  
 
Sheila and Nicholas: Many books and ministries for leaders focus on leadership development. Often the end goal for 
these resources is to learn how to be a better leader. We recognized a glaring need to shift the focus of the conversation 
to the emotional struggles of our emerging and established leaders. They are often isolated and suffering in silence. The 
book is for every leader regardless of gender, race, and ethnicity, or if they work in secular or faith-based settings. This 
book lays out many of those emotional challenges and aims to offer encouragement, prayer, and therapeutic tools to 
help them face their pain and to begin to heal.  
 
What do you hope readers take away from Healing Leadership Trauma? 
 
Sheila and Nicholas:  

• Attachment styles and patterns of relating are formed early in life and continue to affect our lives and how we 
lead. 

• God is with us; we are not alone. Through the power of the Holy Spirit and in our relationships and community, 
we can begin to heal. 

• Through spiritual formation and other practices, leaders can develop transparency, accountability, healing, and 
resilience. 

• As leaders heal, their hope is renewed, and they begin to recover their calling.  

• Leaders can learn how to humbly cross dividing lines of gender, race, and ethnicity to help all those they lead to 
grow, develop, and flourish so they, in turn, can lead well.  

 

 

 



 

 

“There’s a dirty little secret in our world: leaders are in triage. The complexities of our ever-
connected, often-critical, less-forgiving world is that we are seeing unprecedented 
resignations in leaders. We’re in a leadership emergency. Nicholas Rowe and Sheila Wise 
Rowe, with the compassion, skill, and wisdom of first responders, offer this thoughtful and 
practical volume as a salve to heal the wounds and a defibrillator to revive the heart. Pick this 
first-aid kit up if you want to heal and be revived in your leadership.” 
 
Rasool Berry, teaching pastor at The Bridge Church, Brooklyn, New York 

 

 

 

 

 

Sheila Wise Rowe is a graduate of Tufts University and Cambridge College with a master’s degree in 
counseling psychology. For over twenty-five years she has counseled abuse and trauma survivors in 
the United States. Sheila ministered to homeless and abused women and children in Johannesburg, 
South Africa, where she also taught counseling and trauma-related courses for a decade. 
 
She is the cofounder of The Cyrene Movement, an online community for people of color seeking 
healing for racial trauma. She is the author of Healing Racial Trauma, The Well of Life: Heal Your Pain, 
Satisfy Your Thirst, Live Your Purpose along with The Wonder Years. She lives in the Boston area, where 
she is a writer, counselor, speaker, and spiritual director.  
 

Visit her website at sheilawiserowe.com. 
Follow her on twitter: @SheilaWiseRowe. 

 
Nicholas Rowe (PhD, Boston College) is a historian and the Hansen Associate Professor of Leadership 
at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary. He has over thirty years’ experience in senior leadership 
roles in higher education and nonprofit organizations and is a consultant in cross-ethnic reconciliation 
and conflict resolution in the United States and South Africa. Nicholas also provides spiritual direction 
for individuals and reconciling communities. He and his wife, Sheila Wise Rowe, live in Boston and 
have a daughter, son, daughter-in-law, and grandchild. 
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